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Random Thunks!
Recently an email was sent out from my hotmail account to several people on my email list.  If you received 

this email, I apologize.  It appears that someone hacked into my account and sent out an email telling all my 
friends that I was stranded in England and needed $2500 to get back.  Luckily, none of my friends fell for it.  
Well, most didn’t.

I received several phone calls the day it came out.  Most of them were to tell me I had been hacked, but a 
couple of them were to just check up on me to make sure I was okay.  However, a couple of stories have gotten 
back to me.  One friend contacted a mutual friend in a panic trying to fi gure out a way to help.  One friend, 
who works with my Aunt Brenda in Alamance County was trying to organize a quick fundraiser to help me out.  
Luckily my Aunt was able to get to him before he got too far.

What ticked me off more than anything was the fact that the person who hacked into my email locked me 
out.  He changed my password, my security question, everything.  I learned that Microsoft (the company that 
owns hotmail) doesn’t even have an 800 number to call in case something like this happens.  I don’t blame 
them, out of all my email accounts, the hotmail account is the only one that I’ve had problems with people 
hacking in.  To say I’m not using Microsoft products is an understatement.

If you received one of those emails, I apologize.  Obliviously I’m not in England, and I have a new email 
address to submit your articles for the newsletter.

In other news, for those who haven’t heard, I’m looking for a new job.  I was laid off from my newspaper 
job a year ago.  I’ve been working in the screen printing business ever since.  However, screen printing just isn’t 
what I want to do.  I’d love to get back into publishing, but any graphic artist job will suit me fi ne.  I’m not 
restricting my search to the Triad either, so if anyone has any leads let me know, I’d appreciate it.

I recently saw an outstanding movie.  It’s called “The Blindside” and it defi nitely lives up to the hype.   It’s 
based on the real life story of Michael Oher, rookie tackle for the Baltimore Ravens.  Why would they do a 
story about a rookie?  Well, when you see the movie you’ll understand what a journey this amazing person, 
and the family that brought him into their lives, had.  It’s truly and inspiring story about helping someone out 
and how these two different worlds can work together for some amazing results.  I have to warn you...take 
tissues with you when you go.  

Well, enough of my ramblings.  Like many of you I’m getting ready for a busy Christmas season.  I’m 
helping both the Asheboro and Greensboro parades, as well as a couple of other traditional Greensboro projects 
that always help set the season up for me.  I wish everyone out that a Merry Christmas and wonderful Holiday 
Season, no matter what holiday you choose to observe.

Gene Shanks
Gene Shanks
Newseditor Dude

by Gene Shanks, Newsletter Editor (#68688)

Dare To Be Stupid!

Submission Guidelines and 
Issue Deadlines

What format should I use?
One thing I’ve noticed is that most people submit 

articles as a letter.  Please submit your articles in an 
ESSAY format.  That includes a header.  If you submit it 
as a letter, I will change it, so don’t expect it to appear 

the same way you submitted it.

How do I submit an article?
I’m designing this year’s newsletter in a program called 

InDesign.  Don’t worry, you don’t have to have that 
program to submit an article.  Please submit all articles 

in a Word document, about 300 word limit.  If you 
need more, we can talk.

How do I submit a photo?
Whatever you do, DO NOT send a photo embedded into 

a Word Document.  I won’t use it.  Send the original 
photo in a .jpg, .pdf. or .eps format.  Hi-res (200 dpi or 
greater) is preferred.  I’ll format it on my end.  Please 

do not crop it.  I am asking that everyone on the NC JCI 
Senate Board submit a photograph.  If you don’t, you’re 
allowing me to pick it.  Are you SURE you trust me? : )

Where do I send it?
odysseygene@gmail.com

What if I’m not a strong writer?
If it needs rewriting, I’ll help.  I also have a couple of 
proofreaders to help make sure I haven’t overlooked 

too many misspelled words, and correct sentence 
structure.  If an article is too long I DO reserve the right 

to shorten it.

When are submissions due?
The following are deadlines for this year.

ISSUE 3
March 1, 2010
DEADLINE

February 25, 2010

ISSUE 4
June 1, 2010
DEADLINE

May 25, 2010

YEAR-END SPECIAL
July 12, 2010
DEADLINE
July 1, 2010
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